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2023-24 Committee Reports 

 

 

President’s Report – Dr. Robert Hammond  

 

I hope the new year promises to be a good one for you and yours and that you have already 

reserved space for this year’s meeting in Banff! 

 

The City of Toronto, U of T, the Hospital for Sick Children and the moderate weather combined for 

a fabulous atmosphere last fall.  Our hosts, Dr. Cynthia Hawkins and Dr. Julia Keith and the high 

caliber and range of presentations provided another memorable and inspiring learning 

opportunity for all.  On behalf of the CANP, thank you to our hosts, organizers, attendees and 

presenters for another fabulous edition of our annual meeting. 

 

This year’s hosts Dr. Laura Schmidt, Dr. Sumit Das and Dr. Frank van Landeghem invite you to 

another superb scientific program and spectacular venue in the Canadian Rockies at the Banff 

Centre for the Arts & Creativity.  You will not want to miss out on the science, the art or the 

scenery at the CANP’s 65th. 

 

I would like to take the opportunity on your behalf to thank Colleen Fifield and your executive who 

tirelessly managed the affairs of your association and established a number of new and valuable 

deliverables alongside the work of our committees.  The work of updating our bylaws, charitable 

status and Terms of Reference documents is drawing to a successful close.  The CPD committee 

has been reinvigorated and the Resident Workshop component of our annual meeting has quickly 

become a valued core component for our trainees.  The Professional Affairs Committee saw the 

fruits of their labour published as a new set of Canadian recommendations for glioma diagnostics, 

hopefully laying a trail for similar documents when we come together coast to coast to discuss, 

debate and find consensus on best-practices. Thanks to all who have supported these initiatives.   

 

Finally, thank you for being the inspiring, warm and collegial group that you have always been.  

The future of neuropathology is a bright and exciting one and the CANP and its members are well 

positioned to contribute to that future and celebrate the discoveries that will surely come.  It has 

been an absolute pleasure and privilege to serve you and our association.  
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With best wishes for a peaceful year in Canada and abroad.  See you in Banff! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rob Hammond 

President 

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report – Dr. Peter Schutz   

 

Since the last Annual General Meeting, the incorporation of our Association has been approved by 

the CRA. Final resolutions to complete the incorporation will be presented to the membership for 

approval at this Annual General Meeting. 

The membership in January 2025 was composed of 66 active members, 13 junior members, and 

21 retired members. The CANP has received one new junior membership application from Dr. Hao 

Li, supported by Drs. Q. Zhang and R. Hammond. A CV of the candidate will be distributed to 

attendees of the Annual General Meeting prior to the vote on this application.  

It was with great sadness that we had to announce that Dr. Bruce Mielke has passed away this 

year. An obituary was presented at the CANP meeting in Toronto by Dr. Edward Johnson.  

End of year financial statements for the fiscal year 2023/24 ending September 30 will be provided 

at the Annual General Meeting. The CANP 2024 meeting in Toronto incurred a comparatively small 

deficit only, partly due to a continued effort to use academic venues as meeting spaces.  The 

search for sponsors remains difficult and unsuccessful. The CANP is working on the creation of an 

additional revenue stream from CPD accreditation by building on our status as accredited provider 

of the RCPSC. 

The Endowment Trust Fund Committee meeting for the annual review was held on January 13, 

2025. Total investment return for 2023/24 was around 19%, which brought a significant increase 

in funds and continued the positive trend from the previous year. In 2023/24, the ETF has 

supported legal costs for incorporating the Association, the annual meeting, and prepayments for 

the 2025 meeting with approximately $ 35,770. The surplus after this support was $ 26,370 for 

23/24.  I am happy to report that the Endowment Trust Fund has received an anonymous 

donation of $ 5,303 in 2024. The CANP expresses its gratitude. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

Peter W. Schutz, MD PhD FRCPC 

Secretary-Treasurer 
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International Society of Neuropathologists – Dr. Marc Del Bigio  

 

ISN Council and Executive Committee 

 Dr. David Louis (Boston USA) is the new President.  Monika Hofer (Oxford UK) remains the 

Secretary General.  Vice Presidents are: David Capper (Germany), Marc Del Bigio (Canada), and 

Catriona McLean (Australia).  Gabor Kovacs (Canada) is an Ordinary Member of the Executive 

Committee.   Society Officers are identified at https://www.intsocneuropathol.com/society-

officers/.  ISN Council members meet online on a regular basis. 

 

ISN Publications 

a) ISN website (http://www.intsocneuropathol.com ). 

b) Brain Pathology (https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/17503639).   Markus Glatzel 

(University of Hamburg, Germany) remains editor; a replacement is being sought for 2025.  

Cynthia Hawkins and Marc Del Bigio are among the 8 Senior Associate Editors.  The ISN social 

media editor is Andrew Gao (Canada). 

c) ISN Book series: future volumes in development are: White Matter Diseases (editor - 

Marianna Bugiani) and Forensic Neuropathology (editor - Colin Smith). 

d) cIMPACT-NOW updates to the WHO CNS Classification of Tumours of the Central Nervous 

System continue under the guidance of several working groups.   The most recent concerns 

meningioma (cIMPACT-NOW Update 8; Neuro Oncol. 2024 doi: 10.1093/neuonc/noae170. PMID: 

39212325  

 

ISN meetings: 

a) The 21st ICN will be held in Edinburgh Scotland 19–23 September 2027 (see 

https://icn2027.com). 

b) The next ISN council meeting will be held in conjunction with the European Congress of 

Neuropathology, Maastricht, Netherlands (11-14 June 2025). 

c) The ISN has posted a call for bids to host the 22nd International Congress of 

Neuropathology (ICN) in 2031 (see https://www.intsocneuropathol.com/post/call-for-bids-to-

hold-the-xxii-international-congress-of-neuropathology-icn-2031). 

 

Other ISN activities 

 The ISN remains financially stable.  ISN fees go toward the following: reduced membership 

costs for low and low to middle income countries (LMIC); grants and bursaries for members from 

LMIC to attend relevant neuropathology meetings including the ICN, the AANP, and the European 

Congress; the Training and Development subcommittee runs workshops in Africa, South America, 

https://www.intsocneuropathol.com/society-officers/
https://www.intsocneuropathol.com/society-officers/
http://www.intsocneuropathol.com/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/17503639
https://icn2027.com/
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India, the Balkans, and other LMIC regions.  The ISN has an active Equity, Inclusivity and Diversity 

(EDI) working group, the goal of which is information collection and encouragement. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marc Del Bigio 

Vice President, International Society of Neuropathology 

 

Continuing Professional Development Committee – Dr. Leslie Hamilton 

 

We had another successful annual meeting in Toronto this past October, and we thank everyone 

who participated in the meeting and contributed to the continuing professional development of 

our organization. As an accredited CPD provider with the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons 

of Canada (RCPSC) , we again offered section 1 and section 3 credits at our meeting. Section 3 

credits included the Presidential Symposium “Looking to the Future – Digital Pathology and Spatial 

Transcriptomics”, as well as the Gordon Mathieson Invited Lecture on Tauopathies.  

 

As an accredited CPD provider we continue to participate in the accreditation process with the 

RCPSC (current cycle June 1, 2019-May 31, 2027), and are engaged in participating in educational 

offerings for CPD providers, including the National CPD Accreditation conference.  One of the main 

tasks we have been working on to ready ourselves to offer accreditation of CPD activities to other 

organizations. The RCPSC is a provider-based accreditation system, so not only will this help with 

recognition and further establishing ourselves as an accredited CPD provider (beyond accrediting 

our own activities), it is also a potential source of revenue generation for our organization. 

 

Trainee involvement has continued this year with resident representation on both the CPD (2 

residents) and Scientific Planning Committees (1 resident).  I would like to thank Dr. Christoper 

Newell (University of Calgary) and Dr. Jacob Houpt (Western University) for contributing their time 

and energy this past year to represent the resident voice in the planning of our educational 

activities.  They were instrumental in the delivery of another successful ‘Resident Workshop’ at 

our Annual Meeting. This year’s workshop was held on the Wednesday afternoon prior to the 

President’s Welcome Reception and brought together trainees with invited faculty for an informal 

discussion on Career Exploration in Neuropathology. The change in timing worked well, and it was 

a great chance for trainees and faculty to connect and engage on this important topic before the 

meeting. The workshop was rated highly by all those in attendance, and we thank the invited 

faculty who volunteered their time to share their unique perspectives on career pathways in 

neuropathology. 

 

We also continue to explore ways to expand our CPD offerings beyond the annual meeting. We 
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continue to look at how to transition the cases presented at the monthly NP Digital Diagnostic 

Slide Session for trainees to a CME activity for faculty. We are also interested in updating the 

National Lecture Series on the CANP website with new content - if you have an upcoming lecture 

at your institution that could be of interest to other members of the organization and could be 

recorded, please reach out! 

 

As has been previously communicated by the RCPSC, you will have seen the changes to the 

Maintenance of Certification program this year, including reduced cycle requirements, a greater 

selection of eligible learning options related to professional and practice improvements, and an 

updated platform to simplify the logging of our CME activities. Hopefully these changes made the 

process of submitting your CME credits easier this year! 

 

I would like to end by thanking all those involved in supporting the educational mandate of our 

organization!! In particular, I would like to thank Dr. Sumit Das for his ongoing contributions on the 

CPD committee; the members of the CANP executive and 2024 SPC; and of course Colleen Fifield, 

for her amazing support. 

 

If you have ideas for how we can further support our members’ educational needs or would like to 

volunteer to help support the educational mandate of our organization, please let us know!! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie Hamilton 

Chair – Continuing Professional Development Committee 

 

Professional Affairs Committee – Dr. David Munoz  

 

The CANP Professional Affairs Committee, made up of Drs. Croul, Del Bigio, Mackenzie,  

Guiot (regrets), van Landeghem, and Munoz (chair) met virtually on November 8, 2024. 

 

The committee was informed of the publication of the recommendation of CANP for molecular 

testing of brain tumors on the Canadian Journal of Neurological Sciences,  

The following topics were discussed: 

 

Membership.  

The PAC is aware that all its members are senior neuropathologists. The resignation of two 

members (Drs Guiot & Mackenzie), effective at the next CANP General Assembly, opens 2 

positions to be filled at said General Assembly, preferably by CANP members at earlier stages of 

their careers. 
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Workload Measurement.  

Dr. Landeghem indicated that Alberta has implemented the L4E system suggested by CAP-ACP, 

which includes values for NP. Initially, this system was used to calculate positions, whereas the 

EAPPS system was used to distribute the workload daily. Eventually, the decision was made to use 

the L4E system alone. Dr. Landeghem recommended direct involvement in developing or 

modifying the NP part to ensure it also works for us.  

On further discussion through e-mail Dr. Karamchandani indicated that Quebec uses the L4E 

system, which he considers “deeply flawed and terrible system” Dr. Hammond intervened to 

suggest that the system would work better once digital pathology is implemented, as number of 

fields examined is calculated by the software.     

In the discussion that followed, it was pointed out that the CANP addressed the workload 

measurement issue on 2015, and concluded that “The Canadian Association of Neuropathologists 

recently rejected a institutional unit-based formula for calculating manpower needs and 

recommended a regional population based approach with one neuropathologist per 0.5 million 

being the minimum needed to fulfill service, teaching and research activities”.  

 

Barriers to attendance at Annual Meeting 

The committee expressed concern that a large number of CANP members could not attend the 

2024 annual meeting because of restrictions imposed by their hospitals. The PAC suggests that the 

General Assembly discusses the following recommendation: 

“Participation in meetings, especially the CANP Annual Meeting, is critical for neuropathologists’ 

maintenance of competence.  The CANP urges all Canadian hospital leaders of Laboratory 

Medicine to allow and encourage the neuropathologists under their administration to attend the 

CANP annual meeting and to cover urgent neuropathology activities through those few days by 

other means”  

 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

David G Munoz, 

Chair, PAC 

 

Website Committee - Dr. Andrew Gao  

In the past year, we have continued to make incremental improvements in the content and 

functionality of the CANP website. Again, the website committee is much indebted to the tireless 

efforts of Colleen Fifield in maintaining the website on a regular basis. 

Pages for each CANP committee with terms of reference and membership have been added 
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(Continuing Professional Development, Nominations, Scientific Planning, Endowment Trust Fund, 

Professional Affairs, Abstract Review). Association bylaws and governance structure have also 

been added. 

Guidelines and Recommendations page has been created and currently features a link to the 

recently published CANP Recommendations for Molecular Testing of CNS Tumours. This page will 

host future guidelines and recommendations that are developed by the Professional Affairs 

committee. 

We have begun to better organize and develop pages for the Diagnostic Case Presentation archive 

that dates back to the 1980s. This will be a long-term project for the website committee as 

individual cases and digital slides need to be linked manually for each year of the archive. The 

committee welcomes any volunteers interested in assisting with this project. 

Lastly, the website has a page for job openings in neuropathology, with one current posting. 

Please contact info@canp.ca to post any employment opportunities.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andrew Gao 

Webmaster 

RCPSC Neuropathology Specialty Committee – Dr. Christopher Dunham  

Membership. The NPSC membership includes: Dr. Christopher Dunham (Chair), Dr. Julia Keith 

(Vice Chair), Dr. Laura Schmitt (Region 1), Dr. Namita Sinha (Region 2), Dr. Leslie Hamilton (Region 

3), Dr. Marie-Christine Guiot (Region 4), and Dr. Alex Easton (Region 5), Dr. Stephen Yip (Exam 

Board Chair), and Dr. Robert Hammond, CANP Observer. We would like to thank outgoing Exam 

Chair, Dr. Lili-Naz Hazrati for her service. 

 

Meetings. Last meeting occurred during the CANP in Toronto Oct. 2-5, 2024. Next meeting is 

scheduled to occur during the 2025 CANP in Banff, Oct. 23-25.  

 

Competency By Design (CBD).  Likely to our benefit, the RCPSC scheduled Neuropathology to be 

one of the late-adopters of CBD, transitioning residency education away from the traditional 

scheme. Since only a handful of Neuropathology residents have proceeded through the CBD v1.0, 

feedback has been limited. Early-adopters of CBD from other specialties uniformly identified 
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administrative challenges with CBD v1.0, particularly noting the burden of documenting the 

numerous EPAs. Upon soliciting input from the affected parties, the Royal College has proceeded 

with CBD v2.0 and the CBD Adaptations Plan outlines how they are moving forward on this 

issue.  The NPSC has undergone initial discussions regarding our experience with CBD v1.0 and has 

reviewed the Adaptions Plan. Given that Neuropathology was a late-adopter of CBD v1.0, it 

received valuable feedback during our CBD design phase (initiated shortly before and completed 

during the COVID-19 pandemic). As such, any CBD document revisions, particularly those regarding 

EPAs, will likely be minor in the future.    

 

Examinations. Traditionally, the RCPSC NP Exam has been split into two components, written and 

applied, both challenged in the Spring of PGY5. Existing “traditional” residents have been 

grandfathered to this timing. For 2025, traditional Neuropathology residents will sit the written 

and applied exams from March 18-20, 2025. For 2026, traditional Neuropathology residents will sit 

the written exam March 10-11 and the applied exam Apr. 23.  

 

With the change to CBD, these exam components will become dissociated in time - the written 

being challenged in the Fall of PGY5, while the applied component will continue in the subsequent 

Spring of PGY5. Eligibility to sit the applied component will be dependent on passing the written 

component.  

 

The first CBD cohort will challenge the written exam Sept 22-23, 2026, while the applied exam will 

occur on a date yet to be decided during the Spring of 2027.   

 

Consequent to this dual traditional and CBD cohort, two separate written exams will need to be 

developed by the Exam Committee in 2026, which represents a significant increase in workload. 

Dr. Stephen Yip, Chair of the Exam Committee, may be reaching out to members of the association 

for assistance during this unique and short transitional phase.  

 

The timing of examination for Pathway 2 residents (i.e., those completing a 5-year residency prior 

to entering their 2 years of NP training) is currently under discussion. With the shift to a Fall 

written exam for CBD residents, this will generally not provide Pathway 2 residents with enough 

time to complete their mandatory 2-year clinical NP training prior to examination. As such, it may 

likely be that Pathway 2 residents will only be able to challenge the exam after their 2 years of 

training are complete. Since Pathway 2 residents are currently uncommon and present with their 

own unique set training prior to engaging in a formal NP residency, exam timing for a particular 

resident may need to be considered on a case-by-case basis. The NPSC aims to provide guidance 

for the RCPSC NP training programs on this issue moving forward.  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalcollege.ca%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fdocument%2Fnewsroom%2FCBD%2520Adaptations%2520Plan.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CCDunham%40cw.bc.ca%7C85b6f38a431c4cb7526a08dd2e759123%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638717804784814407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OpkgPQprxvTlW%2BeAQEMnUa2YZn9OhdxPL4Z4gxDZv24%3D&reserved=0


 
 

CANP/ACNP 2025 AGM 
 

9 

 

National Digital Slide Session (DSS) and program resource sharing. One small benefit arising from 

the pandemic was our enhanced ability to meet online via several digital platforms. This has been 

exemplified by Dr. Robert Hammond’s ongoing work on the monthly NP Digital Slide Session (DSS). 

The DSS has demonstrated the feasibility of a common and regularly scheduled national residency 

teaching session. The NPSC has envisioned an opportunity to piggyback on this success with 

respect to revitalizing the National Lecture Series established several years ago by Dr. Julia Keith.   

 

RCPSC AFC in Molecular Diagnostics in Laboratory Medicine (MDLM). This newly proposed AFC 

has been spearheaded by Dr. Rashmi Goswami, Sunnybrook HSC. Dr. Goswami previously 

requested and received endorsement from the NPSC, whereupon the NPSC provided initial 

feedback. The AFC in MDLM would be a 1-year program, primarily targeting new Pathology 

residents in AP, NP, Medical Microbiology and Medical Biochemistry. After a “core” training 

period, trainees would then follow one of three “streams” aimed at producing diplomates with 

expertise in molecular diagnostics relevant to neoplastic disease, medical microbiology, and 

medical biochemistry. The proposal was initially reviewed by the Committee on Specialties (COS) 

in the Spring of 2024 and the final review will be taking place in the Spring of 2025.  

 

RCPSC COS review of NP. The COS periodically reviews each Specialty within the RC. As part of this 

review, the NPSC must submit answers to a number of standard questions that essentially amount 

to demonstrating the current and continued viability and utility of Neuropathology as a specialty 

within Canada. This formal response was submitted to our Specialties Unit Administrator Steve 

Ibbotson at the end of this past Summer, and subsequently on to the COS this past Fall. The COS 

met Nov. 25-26, 2024, to review several specialties, including Neuropathology. On Dec. 10, 2024, 

Dr. Dunham, NPSC Chair was notified that “Neuropathology was functioning well and 

recommended that your committee proceed through to the next regular review in six years”.  Dr. 

Dunham would like to thank all members of the NPSC, present and past, for their input on this 

successful submission which ensures recognition of our specialty moving well into the future.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Dr. Christopher Dunham 

Chair RCPSC NP Specialty Committee 


